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From The Pastor’s Desk...
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In the April 2020 edition of The Epistle (written on March 15), I said: “As I write this,
we have missed our first Sunday together and will miss at least two more.” In hindsight, I was a bit of an optimist! This will be the second Easter that we will not be together for in-person worship. This statement is itself indicative of the times we live in
because, before last year, we would not have needed to add “in-person” because worship was just assumed to be “in-person”!
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And yet, here we are, and for only the second time in my life I’ll not be shivering in
the cold at a sunrise service, or gathered with others in their Easter best in a chapel,
cathedral, shrine, or sanctuary, filled with Easter lilies and joining the congregation in
bellowing out that well-loved hymn, “Christ the Lord is Risen Today!” This year we
will once more gather virtually to worship the Risen Christ on Easter morning with
joyful hearts and with spirits yearning for the day when we can once more gather as
community in person.
However, before that time comes, I would like to invite you to participate virtually in
the Paschal Triduum, the three days that form the heart of the Christian faith. These
three days begin with the remembrance of the institution of the Lord’s Supper/
Communion on Maundy (Holy) Thursday, continues through the remembrance of the
crucifixion on Good Friday, and culminates in the festive worship that is Easter.
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Here at St. Paul’s UMC, Holy Thursday (April 1) will once again be observed
online via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. This year, we will journey deep into the heart of love
as we share in the feast of love that is holy communion. This time together will include music from the Taizé community, reflections on John 13:1-7, 12-16, 34-35, and
of course, holy communion.
On Good Friday (April 2), you are invited to join me on Facebook Live as I read
the Scriptural Stations of the Cross. This version is based on those celebrated by
Pope John Paul II on Good Friday 1991. They are shared as an alternative to the traditional stations and as a way of reflecting more deeply on the Scriptural accounts of
Christ’s passion. This will be recorded and put on our YouTube channel.
We bring the Great Three Days to a rousing conclusion as we join with Christians
around the world in the unique celebration that is Easter Sunday (April 4). We will
gather again this year via Zoom. This festive worship service will include music, prayers, communion, and much, much more!
Christ is Risen: The world below lies desolate
Christ is Risen: The spirits of evil are fallen
Christ is Risen: The angels of God are rejoicing
Christ is Risen: The tombs of the dead are empty
Christ is Risen indeed from the dead, the first of the sleepers,
Glory and power are His forever and ever.
—St. Hippolytus of Rome, 170-236
Every blessing, Pastor Charles

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”
The United Methodist Hymnal, No. 302
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!
"Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" is a classic Easter hymn by the great hymn writer Charles Wesley. It first appeared in a collection by John and Charles Wesley called Hymns and Sacred Poems (1739) without the
"alleluia's," which were added in the early 19th century.
Only a few other minor changes have been made since that time. The six stanzas that appear in the UM hymnal have been adapted from the original 11; stanzas six, seven, eight and nine have been left out entirely. The
current second stanza is the first couplet of the original second stanza and the last couplet of the original
third stanza.
One other change of note occurred in the second line of the first stanza, which has been altered from "Sons
of men and angels say" to "Earth and heaven in chorus say." Though altered for inclusive language purposes,
this change actually gives more emphasis to the metaphor in the second line that describes heaven and earth
in chorus -- now they are antiphonal, with heaven singing and the reply coming back from earth.
Charles Wesley has written a hymn in praise of the power of Christ. The hymn begins with both heaven and
earth singing in praise of Christ having won the battle and defeated death. The praise continues in the second
stanza where Wesley first refers to Christ as "Love" and "redeemer." He quotes Paul's letter to the Corinthians (15:55) where Paul is taunting death: "Where O Death is now thy sting? Where's thy victory boasting
grave?" The next stanza answers the question and says that we have the same power, if we follow Christ.
A striking feature of the hymn is that its text is written in the present tense. "Christ the Lord is risen today" -not "has risen" or "rose." This is powerful because it places us in community with those who witnessed the
resurrection in their own lifetimes and reaffirms our own hope of being set free from death. "Made like him,
like him we rise" -- also stated in the present tense -- conveys a hope that brings God's power and new life
now, lifting us from our current situation of "death" and into everlasting life.
Hope? Now? Is Wesley saying that Christ's hope is now? And if so, what does this mean for the suffering, the
oppressed, the abused and the lost? Is Wesley calling us to action? If we follow the example of our "exalted
head," will it take us to "the cross, the grave, the skies?" Alleluia, it will! I think he is calling us to action! The
skies are exciting, but we also need to be willing to follow Christ to the cross and the grave even if we know
that we will be triumphant over them.
The final stanza declares that if we are indeed made like Christ and we follow his example, then we can know
everlasting life (John 3:16). This is our ultimate hope -- present, past and future. This is so empowering to us
and to others, to know that Christ died for us, and that his power enables us to overcome suffering and death
just like he did. "Thus to sing and thus to love, Alleluia."
Strouth, Peyton. “History of Hymns: ‘Christ the Lord Is Risen Today.’” Discipleship Ministries, The United Methodist Church, 26 June 2013, www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-christ-the-lord-is-risentoday.

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
April 9-10: Mountain Sky Conference UMW Spiritual Retreat via Zoom. Theme:
“Resilient Faith.” Friday (6-8 pm)/Saturday (9am-3pm).
June 26: Mountain Sky Conference UMW “Young Women’s Spiritual Retreat” (ages 1217) via Zoom. Theme: “Pressing Pause.” Bishop Karen Oliveto will be involved for a portion of it!

For more information, please contact Belinda Alkula
(Belinda.Alkula@gmail.com or 303-916-2349).

Online Learning in April
After Christendom: Online Seminar
Christians across western culture are facing profound challenges and fresh opportunities.
The long era of “Christendom” is coming to an end. We now live in a plural society, with
multiple religious options alongside the prevailing secular assumptions. Although we seem
to be declining in numbers and influence, this context offers many new possibilities – if we
have the courage and imagination to grasp them.
SCHEDULE: April 14 & 28 and May 12 & 26, 12 noon to 2:30 PM. COST: $50 per participant, due upon registration. FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact the Rev. Jeff Rainwater, Superintendent of Congregational and Community Vitality, Mountain Sky Conference (vitality@mtnskyumc.org).
A Journey Toward Racial Justice (8-week study)
As United Methodists, we have been called to be United Against Racism. Part of that work
requires us to pray, connect, show up, and act. This is work that we can do together.
Engagement: Each week, you will be asked to review articles, videos and/or websites
online and then have a conversation about the assignment on a one-hour Zoom gathering.
During the 8 weeks, it is our hope that you will:
•
•
•

Become conscious of, and lose the guilt that prevents action, and your own personal biases.
Review a portion of the history of Black and Indigenous peoples; history that was
not likely in our history books.
Identify what you can do to become an effective ally.

There will be 2 different 8-week sessions offered. Each session is limited to 12 participants.
Monday evenings 6:30-7:30pm – beginning April 5th, 2021 or Friday mornings from 8:309:30am – beginning April 9th, 2021. Watch “News You Can Use” for registration links.
Art of Hospitality webinar
When: Thursday, April 22 at 9:00 AM, 9:00am – 3:15pm.
Hosted by Church of the Resurrection’s ShareChurch Ministry. Cost of the training session is
$49 (includes a copy of The Art of Hospitality). More details and registration are available at
https://sharechurch.com/event/art-of-hospitality-conference-2021.

Open hearts, open doors, open minds.

Summer 2021: “MISSION U” Study: “Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools” via Zoom.
Adult study for both men and women.

April Birthdays
4-3 Rebecca Glancy
4-3 Bob Muckle (elder)
4-3 Judy Waller
4-3 Caroline Wayland
4-10 Gerald Browning
4-10 Don Lloyd
4-15 Larry Esposito
4-19 John Courier
4-20 Ariel Crowley
4-22 Jodi Bullock
4-22 Sandra Jordan
4-26 Christine Pulaski
4-27 Josephine Glancy
4-29 Benjamin Himes

APRIL PREACHING SCHEDULE
Worship Sundays at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom
April 4—Easter Sunday
John 20:1-18
“What are we holding onto?”
Communion
April 11
1 John 1:1-2:2, John 20:19-31
“What would you have said?”
April 18
John 12:20-33, Jeremiah 31:31-34
“Time for one more covenant?”
April 25
John 10:11-18, John 3:16-24
“This is how we know love”
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