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“If opportunity doesn’t knock, build a door.” –Milton Berle  
  
We have been back in the sanctuary for worship for one month now, and what a month it has 
been! We have been able to (re)launch our in-person ministries with only a few minor hiccups 
and have made some adjustments here and there to enhance our time together. Thanks to eve-
ryone who has worked to make this time a blessing for our community. And a special word of 
thanks to one and all for the grace that has been extended to me! 
  
As we begin August, in the midst of the “Dog Days of Summer,” we might want to pause to 
remember where we were one year ago. When we arrived at the doorstep of August 2020, we 
had already been through almost five months of pandemic isolation. We had made the adjust-
ment to Zoom worship (thanks in no small part to Scott Glancy!), efforts were being made to 
keep us connected to one another, and we were able to continue meeting the wider communi-
ty’s needs through the PATH fund and EFAA. At the beginning of August 2020, an unknown 
number of months of separation seemed to stretch out ahead of us, seeming to continue to de-
ny us any semblance of normalcy and disrupting our life in ways both large and small.  
  
Similarly, the months that lay now before us now are likewise in no way able to offer any as-
surance that we will ever be able to “get back to normal,” at least not a normal that we can 
recognize. In the midst of all of the challenges our world is going through, we need to be re-
minded of Paul’s words to Timothy: “God didn’t give us a spirit that is timid but one that is 
powerful, loving, and self-controlled” (2 Timothy 1:7). The idea that we can be courageous 
with so many unknowns may seem foolhardy, but that is precisely what we need to be doing. 
The idea that we could love God and others without being physically present last year was to 
embrace the transcendent nature of faith. The idea that we can continue to show our faith in 
our responses to the challenges now before us is to witness to the world that our faith is in 
God, not in self-idealized norms.  
  
The Reformation, begun by Martin Luther, shook Europe to its core, challenging norms that 
had been in place for nearly 1,500 years. The movement, begun in Wittenberg, swept aside 
long-held beliefs, customs, and traditions. While the Counter-Reformation tried to turn back 
the clock, it was impossible to return to “the way things used to be.” We are in a similar time 
now.  
  
There will be no going back to the way things were. Normal never was. Or to put it another 
way, “Normal is a setting on a washing machine.” And since none of us work for Maytag 
(that I know of!), it is up to us to recognize that we have been placed in a unique period and 
that it is our responsibility to envision and create a new way of being church. One of my semi-
nary professors liked to say that Christianity is always one generation away from extinction. 
Like generations before us, we have the opportunity and the responsibility pass on the core of 
our faith to the next generation. We could try to “go back” and hold fast to the way things 
used to be, try to counter the tides of change, or we can strike out in faith, trusting that the 
same God who has been with us throughout the ages will be with the generations still to 
come.  
  
The time has come. We are the people. Let us rise and be on our way.  
  
Every blessing, Pastor Charles 
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Ways to Donate to St. Paul’s 

You can leave a check or cash in the collection plate at the back of the sanctuary; 

you can use our online giving link to make a safe and secure one-time or recurring 

donation by going to https://stpaulschurch.breezechms.com/give/online; or you can 

text to give (but not during Pastor Charles’s sermon!) by texting the amount you’d 

like to give to 720-740-3664. First-time givers will be prompted to provide their 

payment method via a secure web page. We appreciate your steadfast devotion 

and stewardship to our church! 

Sunday Fellowship Time Procedures  

Thank you to those who have volunteered to host fellowship after Sunday worship. To clarify 
the uncertainty about fellowship time procedures, the following guidance should be used: 

• Plan the same type of food service as before the pandemic with the following focus points. 
• Although prepackaged snacks may be served, they are not necessary, they are hard for 

most of us to open, and they result in more trash. 
• Serve snacks that reduce the number of people handling the food—precut foods, use 

utensils, etc. 
• Reemphasize the use of “green” compostable and recyclable plates, cups, and napkins and 

washable silverware. 
• Remember that we are serving a snack to facilitate visiting. It is not meant to be a lunch. 
• Any questions about this guidance should be referred to Fellowship Team members. 
• Changes in fellowship plans may occur if the Covid-19 recommendations change. 
• Sign-ups for fellowship volunteers are needed--sign the clipboard on the back table on 

Sunday morning, call the church office, or email Michele and Rebecca at 
office@saintpaulsboulder.org 

 

Thank you! 

Zoom worship continues! Church members and friends can join our live in-

person worship services via Zoom. Whether you prefer to worship at home or are 

on the road, join us or invite a friend. The link is sent by email every Friday. 

Please notify the office if you want to add a friend to the mailing list. 

This quarter King Sooper’s donated $243.48 back to St. Paul’s from the 
frequent shoppers program. Thank you for supporting our church! 

https://stpaulschurch.breezechms.com/give/online


 

   

              

 
  

The Racial Justice Movement and Ministries Task Force (RJMM) of the Mountain Sky Confer-

ence will host a Spiritual Pilgrimage to the Heart Mountain WWII Japanese American Confinement 

Site on Saturday, September 18, 2021. The intent of this trip is to learn both the history and what it 

means for us today, as community members and as disciples of Jesus Christ, practicing how to be 

anti-racist and together build beloved community. We will be meeting at the Heart Mountain Interpre-

tive Center at 1 p.m. MT. We will be there for about 3 hours. Our time together will continue at Cody 

UMC, for additional learning, conversation, prayer, communal reflection, and dinner. Registration 

cost is $30.  

Special lodging prices are available until August 17, 2021. If you are interested, contact Rev. Betty 

Nguyen (below) for options. 

Online Registration will be made available soon. Please contact Rev. Nguyen if you have any ques-

tions at bnguyen@mtnskyumc.org. 

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events  

United Methodist Women: We are women with a Purpose! 

“United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experi-
ence freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to 
expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.” 

 

Upcoming UMW Events (All Virtual, Via Zoom) 

People do not have to be members of The United Methodist Church to participate. Please direct questions 
to Belinda Alkula (Belinda.Alkula@gmail.com or 303-916-2349). 

September 25 – Saturday: Peaks Pikes Peak Annual Meeting. Registration details TBA. 

October 8-9 – Friday and Saturday: Mountain Sky Conference UMW Annual Meeting. Registration details 
TBA.  

November 6— Boulder First UMC UMW is hosting a UMW Friendship Clus-
ter Breakfast. It is planned as an in-person event. This is subject to the pan-
demic situation. If there is another spike in the COVID-19 infection rate, it 
will a virtual event. More details will follow.  

Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet Thursday, August 5, at BJ’s in Boulder at 11:45 a.m. 

Please let Joan Cooper know by August 3 if you are coming (303-898-8034). Men’s 

Breakfast will meet on Saturday, August 14, at 8:00 a.m. at Le Peep in Boulder.  No 

reservations needed. All are welcome!  

Mel Coolbaugh, husband of Carolyn Coolbaugh, passed away this spring. The 
family invite you to a memorial service in his memory on Saturday, August 20, at 
10:00 a.m. in our sanctuary. 

mailto:Belinda.Alkula@gmail.com


 

   

Follow us:  

Our website at 

www.stpaulsboulder.com 

Our blog at  

bolderstpauls.blogspot.com 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

4215 Grinnell Avenue 

Boulder, CO 80305 

August Birthdays 
 

8-3  Jennifer McNabb  

8-4  Tim Cook 

8-4  Amy Abshire 

8-5  Sabrina Bishop 

8-8  Kelly Smoot 

8-9  Ron Polacek 

8-15  Rhea Esposito 

8-15  Terri Himes 

8-15  Kevin Levitt 

8-21  Claudia Mills 

8-24  Abby Lagemann 

8-25  Ella Berlin 

8-26  Matt Cook 

8-26  Vince Wayland 

8-30  Mark Leifeste  

AUGUST PREACHING SCHEDULE 

August 1 / Communion 

“The call to justice”  
John 6:24-35, Wisdom of Solomon 1:1-16  

 

August 8 

“For one purpose” 
John 6:35, 41-51, 2 Maccabees 1:1-6, 24-29 

                   
August 15 

“Why this God and not another?”  

John 6:51-58, Epistle of Jeremiah 6:65-73 

 

August 22 

“A whole lot of blessing”  

Romans 8:22-27, Prayer of Azariah 28-34 

 

August 29 

“Doubly blessed” 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23, James 1:17-27 


