
 

   

St. Paul’s 
United Methodist 
Church 
4215 Grinnell Avenue 

Boulder, CO 80305 

303.494.0615      

stpaulsboulder.com 
bolderstpauls.blogspot.com 

office@saintpaulsboulder.org 

 

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, where is he that is born King of the 
Jews? For we have seen his star in the east and are come to worship him.” —Matthew 2:1-2 
(KJV) 
 
On Christmas Day 1622, Bishop Lancelot Andrewes preached a sermon at Whitehall in Lon-

don. In this sermon, Andrewes explored the meaning of the two verses above with King James 

I and those in attendance with him. For Andrewes, and for us here today, the Nativity story is 

so well-known that there seems to be nothing left to say that hasn’t already been said.  

399 years ago, Bishop Andrewes shared with his king that there was more to the coming of 

the magi than could be realized in all the pageants, cantatas, and decorations the crown had 

ever known. First, we can see that the magi came. Just that, they came. The magi didn’t just 

observe the star in the east, they followed it all the way to the Jerusalem. They made the diffi-

cult journey at no small amount of effort because they felt compelled to follow the prompting 

of God. This is a powerful thing, this following God’s will to the end of the block or to the 

farthest reaches of the world. It is unlikely that any of us will be sent on a harrowing journey 

across the desert or the sea. But—and this is important—we can make still the effort to reach 

across the aisle, across the street, or even to make the journey of changing our own minds. We 

can still make the effort to share the journey of faith by coming to worship together, share the 

burdens of our day and age with those who like us, and search for the light of God in this 

world. I would add that Andrewes could also have commented that the magi did not make the 

journey alone but came as a community, supporting one another as they made the journey 

west. 

Secondly, Andrewes held that not only did the magi put themselves on the road to finding the 

Messiah, but they also spoke about it to King Herod at no small risk to themselves. Speaking 

about Jesus is unlikely to get any of us in trouble with the authorities or with our friends, rela-

tives, or neighbors, but we have just as important a roll to play today as the magi did all those 

years ago. The cards we send this month are the means we have of sharing the Good News of 

Jesus Christ to those we know and love. The presents we give serve as a reminder of the gift 

of God’s love that the world was given that first Christmas. The well-loved songs that we sing 

this month are but a faint echo of the song sung by the angelic host announcing that in the city 

of David the Messiah had come to be among us. 

What I will pray this month is that we will look to God’s Spirit for guidance to lead us to 

where we are supposed to be, fully present with the God who is fully present with us today. I 

pray that we might with boldness proclaim that the One we have been looking for is present, 

not only for us, but for all the world. I pray that as you go about your activities this month, 

you will look for the star that leads you to the One who calls to you to join in the journey of 

hope, the fellowship of faith, and the word of love. 

Every blessing, Pastor Charles 
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Virtual All-Church Conference  

According to the Book of Discipline (¶ 246.1), “Within the pastoral charge the basic unit in the con-

nectional system of The United Methodist Church is the charge conference.”  

On Saturday, December 4, at 10:00 a.m., all members of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church are 

asked to attend our second virtual church conference.  

At this gathering, we’ll do the work that is required by the Discipline:  

“The primary responsibilities of the charge conference in the annual meeting shall be to review and 

evaluate the total mission and ministry of the church (¶¶ 120-124), receive reports, and adopt objec-

tives and goals recommended by the church council that are in keeping with the objectives of The 

United Methodist Church.”  

Please make every effort to participate in this event. Login information will be provided in the weekly 
News You Can Use email. 

Christmas Eve at St. Paul’s UMC 

Join the St. Paul’s family at 6:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve for a candlelight service of les-

sons and carols as we celebrate the birth of the Messiah. Last year, we were deep in the 

pandemic, and while our virtual Christmas Eve service was meaningful, we know that 

the return to the sanctuary on the 24th will be a gathering you won’t want to miss. 

Later that evening, join Pastor Charles at 10:00 p.m. for a virtual time of quiet reflec-
tion as we await the celebration that is Christmas morning. A Zoom link will be sent 
out with the “News You Can Use” that week. 

EFAA Holiday Gift Room  

We are encouraging people to donate directly to EFAA this year, if they 

want to participate. Go to www.efaa.org/holiday-giving for instructions, 

dates, and a link to their Amazon Wish List.  

O, Mitten Tree! 

Yes, it is that time of year, the time when we share God’s love with Boulder’s homeless. This 
year the shelter has specified that they are looking for donations (new and unwrapped) of 
warm hats, heavy gloves/mittens, wool socks, handwarmers, and $5 gift cards to someplace 
our clients could buy lunch, a cup of coffee, or an essential item: Safeway, McDonalds, Star-
bucks, Target, etc. (Note that they do NOT want more generous gift cards, as they want to 
treat all clients equally at the holiday gathering). Please bring your items to church between 
now and Sunday, December 12. Thank you for supporting this ministry! 

https://stpaulsboulder.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=430f2a0a9fb92694930cddacf&id=68b29b2fd2&e=3d3a15dce8


 

   

              

 
  

Support Josie Glancy and Boulder High choral groups—

Eat at Modern Market on Monday, December 13 (dine in or carry 

out), and tell them you support Boulder High choirs. 

United Methodist Women (UMW)—Working for Justice Through Service & Advocacy 

The UMW interprets the biblical passage from Luke 4:18 as both a model and a mandate for Christian social 

action and advocacy: 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has 

sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor." 

The UMW has been challenging social injustice for more than 150 years. Members improve the lives of wom-

en, children and youth, nationally and internationally. The UMW continues its advocacy work on peace and 

justice, education, the rights of children, human rights and farmworkers’ rights, to name a few. In all advoca-

cy efforts, the UMW supports its work with a scriptural basis and adheres to the denominational mandates in 

the Book of Discipline and Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church. 

The UMW works in partnership with coalitions on many justice issues to extend its reach. 

There are two United Methodist Women (UMW) issue priorities during 2021-2024:  

(1) Climate Justice and (2) Criminalization of Communities of Color and Mass Incarceration 

Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet on Thursday, December 2, at 11:45 a.m. at 

Murphy’s in Louisville. Please let Joan know if you can come. The next 

Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday, December 11, at 8:00 a.m. at Le Peep 

in Boulder. See you there!  

Advent Evening Hymn (8th Century) 
Come, Sun and Savior, to embrace 
Our gloomy world, its weary race, 
As groom to bride, as bride to groom: 

The wedding chamber, Mary’s womb. 
At Your great Name, O Jesus, now 
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow;  

All things on earth with one accord, 
Like those in heaven, shall call You Lord.  
Come in your holy might, we pray, 
Redeem us for eternal day; 

Defend us while we dwell below, 
From all assaults of our dread foe. 
Amen. 

A note from Abby Lagemann: Boulder would never 

have become my home without my St. Paul’s family. No 

matter what happens, I know I will find support in the peo-

ple who spend Sunday mornings at the corner of Grinnell 

and Gillaspie. I cherish all the meals we have shared and 

the memories we have made, especially with Margie 

Foote and Richard Adams, who I will always remember 

fondly. Jim and Joey opened their hearts and their home 

to an itinerant student, and that generosity made comple-

tion of my degree possible. I am thrilled that the amazing 

Skippy Rollins got to see me finish this project, and I hope 

it was worth the wait. 



 

   

Follow us:  

Our website at 

www.stpaulsboulder.com 

Our blog at  

bolderstpauls.blogspot.com 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

4215 Grinnell Avenue 

Boulder, CO 80305 

December Birthdays 

12-1  Marcus Berlin 

12-5  Mary Ferree 

12-5  Don Fritschel 

12-9  Sandy Bainbridge 

12-10 Lance Bishop 

12-15 Billy Cook 

12-19 Patty Wright 

12-22  Jan Browning 

12-23 Ann Abbott 

12-25 Rev. Dr. Charles Alkula 

12-25 Peg Fritschel 

12-30 Ron Revier 

DECEMBER PREACHING SCHEDULE 

December 5  / Communion 

“Thanksgiving in December”  

 Malachi 3:1-4, Philippians 1:3-11  

 

December 12 

“What time is it?” 

Luke 3:7-18, Zephaniah 3:14-20  

                   

December 19 / Choir Cantata 

“The promise realized”  

Luke 1:46b-55, Micah 5:2-5a  

 

December 24 / Christmas Eve 

Stories and Carols 6:30 p.m. 

Meditation Gathering via Zoom 10:00 p.m. 

 

December 26  

Claudia Mills preaching 


